
in memory!  What's the point 

of sharing this embarrassing 

story with you?  In one 

word.....GRACE!  We need to 

give ourselves and others 

around us, Grace.  Not just 

this %me of year, but every 

day, every month, every holi-

day!   Instead of expecta-

%ons, or feeling like we're not 

doing enough, or not measur-

ing up, let's choose Grace 

every minute of the season 

while seeking the beauty in 

each other and remembering 

what truly is the most im-

portant things this season! 

Wishing you all a very Merry 

Christmas,  

Stacy Petersen 

Holiday Gree%ngs to all of 

you!!! 

Can you believe Christ-

mas is right around the 

corner??  I certainly 

can't!  I know it comes 

the same %me every year, 

but this year, I am feeling 

a tad behind the game.  If 

you're like me, you have 

mile long to-do lists that 

seem to mul%ply this %me 

of year and feel like 

you're losing your mind 

some%mes.  Several 

months ago, I purchased 

a gi- for my husband 

for our anniversary and 

I hid it so good even I 

couldn't find it when 

our anniversary ar-

rived!  I thought I'd find 

it by the %me his birth-

day arrived a month 

later, but to my dismay, 

it s%ll remained a mys-

tery where I put 

it!!!  A-er literally rip-

ping my house apart from 

top to bo/om and going 

thru every hiding spot 

possible, I was s%ll empty 

handed!  We joked that 

by the %me I found it and 

gave it to him it would be 

outdated or he would've 

bought it for himself by 

then.  Fast forward to 

Black Friday, instead of 

shopping, the kids and I 

have a tradi%on of deco-

ra%ng the house the day 

a-er Thanksgiving and 

wouldn't you know.....I 

found his gi-!!!  If you 

know me well, you know 

there was a lot of 

WHOHOO-ing going on!  I 

immediately called him 

at work to let him know 

I finally found it!  He 

joked if I was going to 

make him wait un%l 

Christmas now?  Well I 

didn't make him wait 

and enjoyed watching 

him open his gi- even if 

it was a few months 

late.  I have since recruit-

ed him to know all of the 

hiding spots that I have 

hidden Christmas pre-

sents for our kids just in 

case I have another lapse 

Presidents Message—From Stacy Petersen 

December 2014 
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Board Meeting 

Banquet Update: 

The banquet was a success.  Julie 

discussed the income and ex-

penses for the event.   

Discussion was held on the time-

line and forms used to nominate 

a Women and Business of the 

year.  The executive board mem-

bers agreed to review the forms 

currently used to make sugges-

tions for possible changes to the 

secretary.  The secretary will 

gather the data and create a 

rough draft with suggested 

changes.  More to come.   

It was decided that the forms to 

nominate Women and Business of 

the year will be sent out to mem-

bers earlier.  This will give mem-

bers more time to nominate 

someone and get the paperwork 

filled out by the required timeline. 

Any form not completed in ad-

vance of the due date will not be 

considered.  More to come. 

Installation of Officers: 

Installation of new officers will be 

held at the January meeting. 

 

Christmas Get Together: 

Location has not been decided.  

Betty and Jeni will notify the BPW 

members at the November meet-

ing on the location and if there 

will be an ornament exchange. 

Grace Place will be the organiza-

tion that our BPW group will seek 

donations for during the Decem-

ber  meeting.  Jane Viske will put 

together a list of possible items to 

purchase and places for gift-card 

ideas. 

The board decided to host the 

Holiday Party meal at no cost to 

the members.    

Treasurers Report: 

Budget was reviewed and filed.  It 

will be presented at the BPW 

meeting to be approved for audit. 

Membership Report: 

There are three new members.  

Jane discussed four possible new 

members.  Jeni will be completing 

the final edits for the membership 

directory. 

Membership dues for new mem-

bers will be prorated at five dol-

lars a month.  The current fiscal 

year is from June 1 to May 31.   

Page 2 Bus iness  Profess iona l  Women 



Programs: 

November will be the ladies that 

started "To Your Health". The loca-

tion for the November meeting is 

at Willmar Chamber of Commerce.  

The meeting starts promptly at 

5:00.  There will be no meal.  Fol-

lowing the meeting members are 

invited to attend the fundraiser for 

Grace Place.  It will be held in the 

Best Western Plus conference cen-

ter. 

December is our Christmas gather-

ing. 

January will be installation of new 

officers and graduation of 

mentees. 

Mentoring: 

Blankets will be made in November 

at the library.  In December the 

girls will ring bells for charity at 

Koosmans, watch a movie and 

then experience the fireworks dis-

play. 

Finance/Fundraiser: 

November 13th at Lulu Beans - 

4:30-6:30 with Thirty-One, Taste-

fully Simple, Simply Said and Miss 

Betty Headbands. There will be 

bars, coffee, water, etc. we hope 

you can join us!  

 

State News: 

No update. 

Reminder to get information 

for the newsletter to Betty 

before December1st. 

The next Exec Meeting will 

be Tuesday, December 9 at 

5:15 p.m. at the Goodness 

Coffee Shop (Downtown 

Willmar) The small meeting 

room has been reserved. 

Mark your calendars! 

 

Submitted  by:  Vicki Melbye 
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BPW Nov 18, 2014 

BPW Meeting 

Meeting was called to order by President Sta-

cy Peterson.  

Chair/Committee Reports: 

Secretary Report:  There were no minutes 

taken at the Oct meeting. 

Treasurer report:  Julie Asmus handed out 

the Treasurer report.  There was no discus-

sion.  Checkbook balance is $8,352.54 and 

saving balance is $2,768.89. Report will be 

filed for audit. 

Membership: There a two new members from 

North American Bank, Yvette Krzyzaniak and 

Sandy Biebler.  

Mentoring:   Julie Asmus discussed November  

activity of blanket making with the girls.  In 

December they will be ringing the bell for 

charity at Koosmans and then watch a movie 

and fireworks. 

Finance/Fundraiser:  The fundraiser on No-

vember 13th at Lulu Beans was a huge suc-

cess.  We made about $350.00. 

Programs:   Mary from "To Your Health" was 

the presenter for the meeting program.  She 

served shakes to the group to test their prod-

uct.  She told the story of the business and 

gave great information about their products.   

Following the meeting members were invited 

to attend the fundraiser for Grace Place.  It 

was held in the Best Western Plus conference 

center. 

Holiday Gathering:    Location has not been 

decided.  Betty and Jeni will be letting the 

BPW members know about the location. 

Grace Place will be the organization that our 

BPW group will seek donations for during the 

Dec.  meeting.  Jane Viske will be putting 

together a list of possible items to purchase 

or suggestions of gift-card ideas. 

 

Stacy told the group that there would be 

no charge for the meal for the party.  It 

will be covered by BPW.  

We will not be exchanging an ornament 

this year!  BPW members are asked to 

bring an accessory item to the holiday 

party to exchange. Examples:  gloves, 

mittens, scarf, headband, etc.  

 

State News:   The State Meeting is on 

April 24-25, 2015. Stacy told the group 

that a skit by the group needs to be 

done at the State conference!!  Think of 

ideas that might be used for the skit. 

Raffle:  Lisa Ziehl hosted the Raffle.  Lisa 

Ziehl also won the raffle!!! 

The next Exec Meeting will be Tuesday, 

December 9 at 5:15 p.m. at the Good-

ness Coffee Shop (Downtown Willmar) 

The small meeting room has been re-

served. Mark your calendars! 

The meeting was adjourned. 

Submitted  by:  Vicki Melbye 

Member Meeting Minutes 
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New Member:  Yvette Kryzaniak 
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 New Member:  Lana Palmer 

Jay and I have been married for 24 years.  We haven't 

had any children although we have a big family - a BIG 

new puppy (5 months - St. Bernard, Pyrenees, Lab, and 

Newfoundland mix) and 3 cats!  We have lived on Long 

Lake for 8 years and love the area.   

My career has been in the financial services industry 

with the majority of my roles relating to the consumer 

side of the bank.  I've been with North American State 

Bank for 3 1/2 months as the Retail Banking Manager 

(10 direct reports/3 locations).  Prior to NASB I was 

with Wells Fargo for 36 1/2 years and had many awe-

some opportunities with the company.  My hobbies are 

working in the yard, reading, and watching crime scene 

type shows (I love being at home!). 

Family Info: Married to Curt Palmer 15 years. Curt 

works for Jennie-O (corporate sanitarian).  For 13 

years Lana has been an independent sales repre-

sentative for an exclusive line of high fashion jew-

elry called Premier Designs. We have 4 beautiful 

boys: Ben 12, Adam 8, Isaac 6 and Nathanael 3.   

My why for Premier Designs is the flexibility to 

work when I want, friendships, great money, per-

sonal growth and the confidence it’s given me and 

ministry to bless other woman as I serve a team of 

around 60 women. My hobbies are: Active with our 

church family, Scrapbooking, Family travels, Camp-

ing, Entertaining and exercise.  

 

 



 Raffle  Schedule 
 
December—Cathy Johnson 
January—Open 
February—Kathy Dillon, Teri Beyer, Wendy Ulferts 
March—Open 
April—Deb Paterson, Chris Carlson 
May—Julie Asmus 
June—Karen Schneider, Jeni Ritz 
 

 

Log onto: www.mnbusinesswomen.org 
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BPW Meeting Schedule: 

 

Month Topic       Guest Speaker 

Dec  Christmas Party     Everyone 

Jan  Mentee Graduation/Health   TBD 

Feb  Needs of Willmar/Who to partner with? TBD 

March  Women in Retail     TBD 

April  Membership Drive/GNO    Janel Anderson 

May  Scholarship/Elect new officers   Middle Fork 

June  What’s up in Willmar    Chamber, Vision 2040 

Officers and Committees 

 

President—Stacy Petersen 

Secretary—Vicki Melbye 

Treasurer—Julie Asmus 

Membership—Jane Viske 

Mentoring—Julie Asmus, Lana Palmer, Michelle 

Marotzke, Angela Koosman, Stephanie Carlson 

Programs—Jeni Ritz, Betty Gubrud 

Fundraising—Chris Carlson, Deb Paterson 

Raffle Coordinator—Beth Wepplo 

Newsletter—Betty Gubrud, Brenda Santamont 

 

 

Like our Facebook page: 

h/ps://www.facebook.com/pages/

MBW-BPW-Willmar/171626339578473 

 

 

 

 

 



Army and have our Christmas 

party at Koosman's.  Thank you 

to all the BPW members that 

donated gi-s for the girls.  They 

 

 

The mentoring girls got cra-y in 

November and made snuggly 

warm fleece blankets.  Each men-

tor and girl went out to The Fabric 

Warehouse ahead of %me to pick 

out the fabric that they 

liked.  Then we got together at the 

library to assemble, cut and %e 

their crea%ons.  The library had 

tables we could put together that 

made great work sta%ons.  Every 

one of the girls made a really nice 

blanket for themselves or as a gi- 

for a family member.  In December 

we'll ring bells for the Salva%on 

Mentoring by Julie Asmus 
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Sophia helping Jeane/e and Angela hold down the quilt so they 

could %e the ends. 

are always thrilled with 

their presents and really 

appreciate everything they 

receive.      

Lona picking out fabric for her quilt. 

Modeling their crea%ons. 



Mentor Christmas Gifts  

donated by PBW members: 

Scarves - Vicki Melbye 

Winter head bands - Betty Gubrud 

Nail polish - Julie Asmus 

Gloves - Joyce Standfuss 

English tradition Christmas Crackers - Chris 

Carlson 

Slipper socks and Bath & Body Lotion - Michelle 

Marotzke 

Shower Gel and Loofahs - Stephanie Carlson 

Crazy colored socks - Beth Wepplo 

Make-up pouches - Wendy Ulferts 

Ankle socks - Renee Nolting 

Target gift cards - Teri Beyer  

   Target gift card - Angela Koosman 

   Lip gloss - Patti Dols    

Target gift cards - Linda Mickelson 

   Sunglasses - Donna Brau  

Chocolates - Beth Moore 

   Pocket calendars - Jeni Ritz 

      Journals and pens - Stacy Petersen  

      Walmart gift cards—Brenda Santamont 
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Our fundraiser at Lulu Beans 

made over $350.00.    Do not 

have the exact numbers yet--   

But it went very well and 

thank you to all who a/end-

ed and bought items! 

Thank You!! 
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December 16th at 5 PM 

Julie Asmus Home 

1404 16th Street SW 

Willmar, MN 

Gift Exchange:  

We will be having a gift ex-

change at the party.  

Please bring: 

Gift up to $20 

Gift will be a winter acces-

sory of a hat, gloves, scarf, 

headband, ect. 

 

 

 

 

Grace Place Giving 

BPW would like to support Grace 

Place this Holiday season. 

Gift ideas to bring to Christmas 

Party for Grace Place are: 

Slippers, boots, scarves, mittens/

gloves, bath towels, kitchen tow-

els, blankets that they could tie, 

nice black pants in variety of siz-

es, Kat Bus passes, and gift 

cards. 

 


